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The 2015 Hurricane Season begins June 1st.  Knowing the essentials of how to 

prepare could truly be a life saver.  

First, know your hurricane facts and understand common terms used during hurricane 

forecasts.  

Tropical Depressions are cyclones with winds of 38 mph. Tropical Storms vary in wind 

speeds from 39-73 mph while Hurricanes have winds 74 mph and greater. The greatest 

threats are damaging winds, storm surge and flooding.  

Here are some important terms you may hear: 

¶ Tropical Storm Watch: Tropical storm conditions are possible in the area within 48 

hours. 

¶ Hurricane Watch: Hurricane conditions are possible in the area within 48 hours. 

¶ Tropical Storm Warning: Tropical storm conditions are expected in the area within 

36 hours. 

¶ Hurricane Warning: Hurricane conditions are expected in the area within 36 hours. 

¶ Eye: Clear, sometimes well-defined center of the storm with calmer conditions. 

¶ Eye Wall: Surrounding the eye, contains some of the most severe weather of the 

storm with the highest wind speed and largest precipitation. 

¶ Rain Bands: Bands coming off the cyclone that produce severe weather conditions 

such as heavy rain, wind and tornadoes. 

¶ Storm Surge: An often underestimated and deadly result of ocean water swelling as 

a result of a landfalling storm, and quickly flooding coastal and sometimes areas 

further inland. 

During a watch, prepare your home and evacuation plan in case a warning is issued. 

During a warning, carefully follow the directions of officials, and immediately leave the 

area if they advise it. In the event of an Extreme Wind Warning/Advisory, which means 

that extreme sustained winds of 115 mph or greater are expected to begin within an 

hour, immediately take shelter in the interior portion of a well-built structure. 

The National Hurricane Center has the most up-to-date information on tropical cyclone 

developments, forecasts and weather alerts, discussions analyzing the data and more: 

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/ 
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Know how to secure your home in the event of damaging winds, storm surge and flooding. 

¶ Cover all of your windows, either with hurricane shutters or wood.  

¶ Although tape can prevent glass from shattering everywhere, be warned that tape does not 

prevent the window from breaking.  

¶ Make sure all trees and shrubs are trimmed and clear rain gutters.  

¶ Bring in all outdoor furniture, garbage cans, decorations, and anything else that is not tied down. 

¶ If winds become strong, stay away from windows and doors and close, secure and brace 

internal doors.  

¶ Make sure your tank is full far in advance of an approaching storm. Most people wait until the 

last minute, rush to get extra gas for cars and generators, and subsequently gas stations can run 

out early. 

¶ Have extra cash on hand in the event no ATMS in your area are accessible or working! 

¶ Go to floridadisaster.org and Get A Plan! A
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floridadisaster.org
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Bay County Emergency Services 

Itôs just ñanother day in the officeò for First Responders to deal with emergency incidents and 

disasters.  These personnel, including Firefighters, EMS providers, Law Enforcement Officers, and 

Dispatchers, routinely witness or experience tragedy, death, serious injuries, and threatening situations.   

 

Occasionally, responders are exposed to more-severe events that trigger an emotional, mental, and/or 

physical response.  These are called critical incidents and may include the death or serious injury of a child, 

a crew memberôs death in the line of duty, the death or serious injury of an employeeôs family member, or 

an emergency involving multiple fatalities or seriously injured survivors.   

 

Critical Incident Stress Management 

(CISM) is a program intended to help 

individuals exposed to critical incidents, to 

identify and cope with their responses to 

these events.  The focus of CISM is to 

provide ñpsychological first aidò and to 

minimize the harmful effects of job stress, 

particularly in crisis or emergency 

situations. Critical Incident Stress 

Management includes pre-incident training 

and post-incident services. 

 

To better-serve our employees and the citizens of Bay County, the Department of Emergency Services 

recently hosted a Critical Incident Stress Management training program.  Bay County employees who 

completed this valuable training include Firefighter Steve Whiters, Firefighter Natalie McQueen, EMS 

Captain Joel Welch, EMT Jose Cantres, Communications Supervisor Brian Hardin, and Telecommunicator 

Madonna Suit.   

 

Additional Bay County employees who 

have completed this training include 

Firefighter Stan Coulthard, EMT Terry 

Parris, EMS Lieutenant Danny Page, 

Battalion Chief Darrel Wise, and 

Communications Division Chief Joby 

Smith.  All of these county employees, 

along with staff from the Panama City and 

Panama City Beach Fire Departments make

-up the local CISM Team.   
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MOSQUITO CONTROL 
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SET AT  

EYE LEVEL 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

Blow up the beach ball.  Wash the 
ball and dry completely.  Attach a 
�S�L�H�F�H�� �R�I�� �V�W�U�L�Q�J�� ���D�E�R�X�W�� �����µ�� �O�R�Q�J���� �W�R��
the top of the ball. Find a shady 
spot in your yard away from your 
home and hang the ball about (4) 
four feet off the ground. Be sure to 
hang the ball before painting or 
applying adhesive to prevent it from 
sticking to you! Paint the beach ball 
with black paint and let it dry, then 
apply the tanglefoot glue to the 
painted ball.  NOTE!!!! Buy spray 
can of tanglefoot if available for 

easier application to beach ball. 

RESULTS: 

The yellow fly is attracted to the ball 
and when they land on the ball they 

will stick to the glue and die.  

Hope this helps! 

YELLOW FLY TRAPS 
ITEMS TO PURCHASE: 

¶ �����µ���%�H�D�F�K���%�D�O�O 

¶ 1 can Black Spray Paint 

¶ Tanglefoot Adhesive Glue 
SET AT  

EYE LEVEL 

I�W�·�V�� �E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�L�P�H�� �R�I�� �\�H�D�U�� �D�J�D�L�Q�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �S�H�V�N�\�� �O�L�W�W�O�H��
critters.  Remember to check around your homes and dump out 
any standing water to prevent mosquitos from hatching off.                                         


